Mammography screening: successes and problems in implementing widespread use in the United States.
Deterrents to the use of screening mammography include perceived risks of radiation, perceived "unnecessary" biopsies and overdiagnosis, and high cost. In addition, physicians and patients have attitudinal barriers that do not reflect objective realities. Professional and public education efforts are needed to enable women and their physicians to develop a more sophisticated understanding of the usefulness of screening mammography and the role played by the radiologist. As part of their efforts to increase the implementation of screening mammography, the American College of Radiology has developed a Mammography Accreditation Program for radiological facilities and has produced a free Mammography Resource Kit for radiologists, while the American Cancer Society has undertaken the support of local and national campaigns to establish screening programs at reduced cost. Both organizations continue to strive in partnership to increase the acceptance of screening throughout the United States.